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appeared, and he could discover no clue to her
whereabouts. Mr. Peacock, who, during June,
had been in communication with her on money
matters, had now, apparently, lost sight of her.
The worry of Godwin's money-matters and the
fearful shock of Fanny's self-sought death, followed
as it was by collapse of his own health and nerves,
probably withdrew Shelley's thoughts from the
subject for a time. In November, however, he
wrote to Hookham, thinking that he, to whom
Harriet had once written to discover Shelley's
whereabouts, might now know or have the means
of finding out where she was living. No answer
came, however, to these inquiries for some weeks,
during which Shelley, Mary, and Clare lived in
their seclusion, reading Lucian and Horace,
Shakespeare, Gibbon, and Locke; in occasional
correspondence with Skinner Street, through Mrs.
Godwin, who was now trying what she could do
to obtain money loans (probably raised on Shelley's
prospects), requisite, not only to save Godwin
from bankruptcy, but to repay Shelley a small
fraction of what he had given and lent, and with-
out which he was unable to pay his own way.

The plan for settling at Marlow was still pend-
ing, and on the 5th of December Shelley went
there again to stay with Mr. Peacock and his
mother, and to look about for a residence to suit
him. Mary during his absence was somewhat